Claims 

I clai m: • — ^ ■ 

1. (currently amended) A unitary connector that retrofits onto 
existing buildings and helps prevent hurricane and earthquake 
1daiti^g&''^K7^' ^ rob f^^^ to a wa^il; comprising: 

a. a base web; 

b. offset, angled, blocking webs, each having a generally 
right angled bend forming a rafter tab; 

c. said base web and each said blocking web connected by 
an offset web; 

d. said offset web having mt a first acute angled bend 
attached to said base web and another a second/ 
unequal , acute angled bend attached to said blocking 
web webs. 

2. (currently amended) The connector of claim 1 wherein said 
base web having a generally flat, generally iong-horizbntal 
rectangular shape, with a plurality of nail holes for 
attachment to an exterior wall[[,]] and into underlying 
structural members . 

i\ {"Bu/rrently a^ The connector of claim 1 wherein sa^id 

offset web connected to said base web by [[a]] said first 
generally horizontal bend bent at an acute angle. 

4. (currently amended) The connector of claim [[3]] 1 wherein 
said offset web connected to said blocking web webs by [[a]] 
said second generally horizontal bend bent at an acute 
angle. 

5. (currently amended) The connector of claim [[[4]] i wherein 
said first and said second angled bends, attached to - . 
opposite ends of said offset web, having generally unequal, 
acute bends in opposite directions, thereby of f setting /said. , 
blocking web webs at an acute angle from said base web, 
thereby and avoiding frieze boards ami or blocking on a 
house . 

.6,. (.currently amended) [[Moved to between claims 8 and 9.]] 
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7 (currently amended) The connector of claim 1 wherein said 
blocking web vjebs having said generally right angle bends 
dividing said blocking web webs into g enera 11 y equal left 
and right blocking webs. 

8 (currently amended) The connector of claim [[[7]] 1 wherein 
said ligUL augl L, bead:. lurm rafter tabs[ [ , ] ] ul£ eauh i^aid 
lelL diid liyhL bluuklng web, LUat are generally rectangular, 
vertical, parallel, and having have a plurality of nail 
holes for attachment to the opposite sides of ^aid a roof 
rafter. 

T " (^ifrentl^ of claim [ [ 5 ] ] 1 ^l^effeiii 

said first and said second acute bends and said offset web 
forming said base web and said blocking web unparallel to 
each other^_therebY forming a buttress betwee n [[a ] ] said 
roof rafter ul bald luol, and said wall with , °iid 
underlying structural members, thereby preve nting said 
exterior wall from detaching from said roof rafter. 

9 (currently amended)The connector of claim [[7]] 1 wherein 
said cunueuLui hauliiy an offset web, and said first and 
second acute angles [[,]] Lheieb^ placing place said blocking 
webs generally parallel to frieze boards and or blocking on 
said house , and said blocking webs having a plurality of 
nail holes for attachment onto said frieze boards and or 
blocking. 

10 (currently amended)The connector of claim 1 wherein said 
. ... . base^eb,-. said- rafter tabs, and said blocking .webs ^^ h 

attaching means to mitside wall and underlying top 

pi..., ^h. ^onf raf^ ^^ , ^r,d the frieze boards or blocking 
r-^. p^nf ivelv. on an existing house,_^hereby rfor securing 
together art the exterior wall and uaaeilyiug bLiuu Luial 
meiiibeib, Lu a roof^ lalLer, and Iiieze buaidi . and bluukmg, 
Liieieby preventing uplift and lateral movement from n 
huiiii^auu and t- aiLliquakc wind and seismic events . 

11-14 . (canceled) 
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(currently amended, but previously allowed) An apparatus 
/) that retrofits onto existing buildings and helps prevent 

hurricane and earthquake damage by positively connecting the 

a. a base plate; 

b. offset, angled, blocking tabs, each having a generally 
■ • right angled bend forming a rafter tab; 

c. S&ch each said rafter tab having a strengthening tab 
attached at a generally right angle bend; 

d. &K*t each said blocking tab having a sheathing tab 
attached at a generally right angled bend; 

e. said base plate and each said blocking tab connected by 
an offset tab; 

/ f. said offset tab having a first acute angled bend 

' attached to said base plate and a second acute angled 

bend attached to said blocking tabs, 
g. a roof plate. 

L6^'^( currently amended, but previously allowed) The apparatus of 
claim >5^Wrein said first and said second angled bends, 

Opposite ' ends of said offset tab, Kavirig 
generally unequal, acute bends in opposite directions, 
thereby offsetting said blocking tabs at an acute angle from 
said base plate, thereby avoiding frieze boards and or 
blocking on a house. 

(S 

■ V7. (currently amended, but previously allowed) The apparatus of 
^ claim >^'wherein said first and said second acute bends and 
said offset tab forming said base plate and said blocking 
tabs unparallel to each other forming a buttress between a 
lalLei u£ ouid roof rafter [[,]] asd OTd wallT-attd with 
underlying structural members, thereby preventing said 
exterior wall from detaching from said roof rafter. 

ys: (previously allowed) The apparatus of claim 1^ wherein said 
^ blocking tabs having said generally right angle bends 

dividing said blocking tabs into left and right blocking 
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. (previously allowed) The apparatus of claim >5' wherexn said 
right angle bends form rafter tabs, off each said left and 
right blocking tab, that are generally vertical, parallel, 
and having a plurality of nail holes for attachment to the 
sides of said roof rafter. 

/ 

(previously allowed) The apparatus of claim ^5 wherein said 
app'^ra^^^^^ having an offset tab, and acute arigiiss, thereby 
placing said blocking tabs generally parallel to frieze 
boards and blocking on said house, and said blocking webs 
having a plurality of nail holes for attachment onto said 
frieze boards and blocking. 

....U^,.......- ■ . II 

y(. (previously allowed) The apparatus of claim 1^ wherein said 
sheathing tab and said strengthening tab on the left side 
folded on top of each other, and said sheathing tab and said 
strengthening tab on the right side folded on top of each 
other, thereby forming double thickness with each side 
having a bolt hole. 

22. (previously allowed) The apparatus of claim ^ wherein each 
/ said double thick strengthening tab and sheathing tab bent 
generally perpendicular to said blocking tabs and generally 
bent perpendicular to said rafter tabs, thereby placing said 
strengthening tabs and sheathing tabs on either side , of said 
rafter and generally parallel to the roof. 

(previously allowed) The apparatus of claim ys wherein said 
apparatus connected to said roof plate, on top of said roof, 
. ,. 4y a bolt pn^.e^^^^ of said, rafter that pierce throug^^^ 

'"'holt holes on said roof plate, through pre-drilled holes in 
said roof, and into each said bolt hole on said double 
thickness sheathing tab and strengthening tab, thereby tying 
the roof securely to the wall, preventing wind and seismic 
damage to the house. 
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